Organisation
In 1976 a bed procurement service for recent cases was created to permit physi cians to decide on the transfer of a patient to a special unit. Since that time the heads of the units have created a special study group to collect data regularly, exchange experi ences and to act as an advisory board. 
Diagnosis:
In addition to the standard x-ray assess ment, CT and if necessary NMR are used.
Urodynamics has also been introduced.
Therapy
More than 50% of traumatic cases belong to the poly trauma group, in particular those with head and chest injuries. Intensive care is provided in all centres. Special facilities for long term or for lifetime artificial res piration are available in Bad Wildungen.
Spondylodesis by the use of Grucca Finally, an alloplastic sphincter may be indicated to treat stress incontinence.
Erectile dysfunction can be treated by intracavernous injection with papaverine, or by the application of a penile prosthesis. 
Special associations
In addition to the above mentioned bed procurement service, a special study group was founded in 1985, the 'German Speaking In summary, there has been striking progress in the entire field of paraplegia in the past 30 years, but it is not completely satisfactory. In the future it is necessary to appreciate all of the problems, to pay attention to technical developments, to promote research, and to solve the remain ing questions in close cooperation with all concerned.
